August, 2019
Dear First Grader,

😊

Welcome to first grade!
This letter will tell you a little about me, and if you like, you
can write me a letter all about you, and bring it on the first day of school. My name is
Kate Lepp. My husband Tom and I live on Mercer Island, and we have 1 cat, 4 grown up
daughters, and 3 yoga mats. We love to swim in the lake in the summer, and watch
movies in the winter. Our daughters’ names are Haley, Nina, Charlotte and Amy. The
cat’s name is Kitty. She is black and white and has beautiful, green eyes. We moved
here from Los Gatos, California, and before that we lived near in Illinois, just outside of
Chicago.
Here are some of my favorite things:
Books: story books, especially the ones with really great illustrations.
Foods: Chocolate chip cookies, black tea with cream, crunchy apples, cheese and
crackers. (I have tried and tried, but I still do not like coconut or coffee.)
Hobbies: L earning new things from first graders , sewing, hiking, singing in my choir,,
paddle boarding, and cuddling with my cat.
Favorite colors: red, pink, orange, blue, and green.

💛

I am really good at drawing pictures, and reading stories out loud.. Other things are
harder for me, like keeping my desk organized, and solving math problems, but I keep
trying, and I am getting better each year. What are you good at? Are there things
you’d like to do better, but are hard for you now? In room 117, we call these things
goals. Maybe we can help each other to reach our goals! My goal for you is to
become a better reader, so you can learn more, and do more things, independently,
which means ‘all by yourself.’
I look forward to learning all about you, and reading the stories that you will write in
first grade. I can’t wait to get to know you!
Best regards,
Mrs. Lepp

CONTACT ME
Please know that I encourage your emails and questions. I can be reached at
kate.lepp@mercerislandschools.org.
Attached is a parent survey to help me learn more about your child. Please bring this
with you to the open house, or send with your child on the first day of school.

Parent Survey
Brag about your student! What are the things that they are good at? What are their
strengths? What do they love to do? What is something they are really proud of doing
all by themself?

Help me understand your student! What are the things with which they struggle?
What are you concerned about regarding their success in class this year? What are
the things that I can do to ensure that they advance?

What are the special interests, hobbies, skills, and characteristics of your child?

What should I know about your child that will help me better teach them? (Examples
might include their strengths/areas of difficulty, interests).

Does your child have a household job/chores? (If yes, what is it?)

Does your family have any fun traditions, especially ones you might want to share
with our students?

Please share any additional information that you feel might be helpful to me to better
serve your child. (Use the back of this page for room, if needed).

I periodically send out group emails to help remind parents and guardians of
important dates and events. Please indicate here your preferred email address:

_________________________________________________________________
(please neatly print email above)

