Mrs. Hersey
I have taught Spanish for the past four years at West Mercer. This will be my
first year teaching 3rd Grade Highly Capable, and I could not be more excited!
Beyond my passion for education, I am a wife, dog mom to a sweet red
Labrador named Rogue, die hard WSU Cougar, a book worm,
runner/crossfitter/yogi, life-long believer in Disney magic, and world-traveler. I
have lived southeast of Seattle for most of my life, thus I love being around
water, and finding any excuse to grab a cup coffee.

The best way to reach me is by email:
melissa.hersey@mercerislandschools.org

Hobbies: Spending time with family and
friends, Reading, exercising, being outdoors,
baking, taking photos, and I absolutely love
traveling!
Books: Nightingale, Where the Crawdads
Sing, Born to Run, The Tattooist of Auschwitz
Sports: To watch: Pac-12 football (Go Cougs!),
Seahawks. To play: Crossfit, golf.

In 2015, I graduated from Washington State
University with a Bachelors in Psychology and
two minors, one in Human Development and
another in Spanish. In 2016, I graduated from
Washington State University with a Masters in
Teaching and a certificate in K-8 education.

Places: St. Thomas USVI, Peru, Costa Rica, New
Orleans, Disneyland/Disney World, Cesky
Krumlov, Strasbourg, France, Dublin, Ireland,
Berlin, Germany.
Movies: Coco, 13 Hours, The Princess and the
Frog, Tangled, The Harry Potter Series.
Drinks: Chai Tea Latte with 3 shots of espresso
and oat milk
Food: Sushi, Dark Chocolate
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Welcome to
Grade HiCap

Hello parents and guardians and WELCOME! I know things may seem uncertain, confusing, and many other
feelings right now, but we are going to work through everything together. Please take time to carefully read
though this letter.
I highly recommend that students pick up and use the school issued iPads. It will be more compatible with
the apps we use and much easier to help troubleshoot any tech issues that may arise. I also recommend
students have their own headphones to use during meetings, if they choose, as well as an attachable
keyboard in order to practice typing.
School materials will be ready for pick up on Tuesday, September 1st from 10am - 2pm at West Mercer.
While your student might be excited to open this please wait until the first day of school so we can open
the bags together as a class. It is important that your student has a work space with as few distractions as
possible. Once we begin our class meetings try to avoid popping in and out of the screens and remember
voices travel, if your students mic is on we can hear all conversations going on in that room. The goal is to
have our remote learning space be as similar to a classroom experience as possible. In addition, please
encourage your student to dress as they are going to school. This will help get them into the “school
ready” mindset. This is not to say that we won’t have some class pajama days. Let’s get these students
focused and ready to learn! J

Open House will be on September 1st from 1:30 to 1:50pm. This time is for you and your student to pop in,
and introduce yourself. This gives us a chance to connect before the first day of school. If you want to hang
out to see who else is in the class, please feel free. Any questions or concerns you may have, please hold
until our parent/teacher meetings. You will find the sign up below.

Here are links to tips, important information, and videos to help you prepare for the beginning of the year.
Please make sure to go though and complete the following:

1: Here is the video link to see and hear from me!
2: Parent questionnaire – click on the link and please fill out the questionnaire to tell me about your student.
3: Schedule your first meeting with me, ASAP! This will be time for us to chat one-on-one!
4: Use this zoom link with the password: wolves to join me at our Open House on September 1st.
5: Use this zoom link with the password: hola3 for your students class meetings starting on September 2nd.

